Thinking of Mr D. by Thomas Kinsella
· Poem inspired by the close-knit community in which he lived

· Urban setting - poet of place - reflected in his work

· Personal poem, even though describing/mourning death of Mr D., still get hint of poet’s feelings in this poem - “I” in first stanza

· In some degree, elegy - poem mourning or lamenting someone’s death

· Uncompromising poem at same time - honesty - Mr D. is never idealised - presented in an honest manner

· Poem is also compassionate - Mr D is not the nicest person but still sense poet’s empathy/sympathy for character

· Poem deals with ageing - in particular the negative effects of ageing

· Poem deals with fragility of life - reminded of own mortality

· Typical Kinsella poem

· Poem with rather sombre and bleak outlook on life - seen in a lot of his poetry

· Outlook reflected in imagery of pain and suffering - recurring motif in the poetry of Kinsella

The Poem
A man still light of foot, but ageing, took

An hour to drink his glass, his quiet tongue

Danced to such cheerful slander.

He sipped and swallowed with a scathing smile,

Tapping a polished toe.

His sober nod withheld assent.

When he died I saw him twice.

Once as he used retire

On one last murmured stabbing little tale

From the right company, tucking in his scarf.

And once down by the river, under wharf
Lamps that plunged him in and out of light,

A priest-like figure turning, wolfish-slim,

Quickly aside from pain, in a bodily plight.

To note the oiled reflections chime and swim.
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	· Although old, still agile

· Awareness from very start of ageing process
· Slow drinking suggests reduced capacity

· Shadow of the person he once was

· Didn’t say an awful lot, but what he said mattered

· Gossip/know it all

· Describing an old man he had known in his youth

· Old man left strong impression on him

· Poem takes form of an elegy - laments death

· Poet has sympathy for Mr D., but doesn’t want to idealise him. Describes him as he was. 

· Alliteration

· Sipped away at drink with scornful laugh

· Laughing at other people’s troubles

· Kept himself immaculate

· Well dressed at pub

· Quiet and knowing

· Never know where you stand with him

· Mr D. was a complex character

· Positive and negative qualities

· First stanza has a simple and straight forward description, last stanza is more complicated
· Left a strong impression on the poet

· Describes sighting in a matter of fact way/with conviction/no doubt

· Once as he was leaving he saw the man

· Told people gossipy, harsh little tales he heard from his cronies

· Little details add to the picture and give resonance 

· Unusual place to see a ghost (in a pub with friends)

· Unclear if the poet believed in ghosts or not

· Haunted by image of the man as he approached death

· Second time more disturbing

· Lonely figure by the river

· Lights plunged him in and out of darkness as he walked

· Lonely, isolated figure

· Disturbing image

· Shadowed picture of death

· “plunged” suggests something unsavoury/violent action

· Dressed in black attire

· Implicit disapproval of established religion

· Emaciated man

· Wolf suggests carnivorous/predator

· Image of someone not resting in peace

· Like a ghost, haunting mind of poet
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