Macbeth - General Notes
	Plot:

	Knowledge of key developments in the play including act, scene and individuals involved

	Quotes

	Soliloquies

	Structure of the play 
	Classical structure 

	The tragedy of Macbeth
	Concept of classical tragedy


	Characters:

	Macbeth 
	Tragic hero

Villain

Flawed humanity

Warrior

Redemption

	Lady Macbeth 
	Villain

Fourth witch

Weak, flawed

“Dearest partner in greatness”

	Duncan 
	Gentle but flawed king

	Macduff 
	A noble thane 

	Malcolm 
	Heir to the throne

	Banquo 
	Macbeth’s foil

	Witches
	Representation of evil


	Themes/issues: 


Good vs. evil

Sinning against god and nature

The play as a cruel spectacle of blood and gore

Kingship

Ambition/greed

Deception

The role of the supernatural in our lives

Fate/destiny

Power/tyranny

The play as an exploration of the darker aspects of our humanity

Symbolism, imagery and language in the play
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